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a high wind and very cold weather. This last act of an
old servant's devotion to his master's body ruined an
already much enfeebled health. He came home ill with
erysipelas, and died in a few days. His end reminded one
of the way in which the followers of the old Germanic
princes used voluntarily to die with them.

Besides Gerlach, and perhaps in a still higher degree,
Rauch had influence with the King after 1848.    Highly
gifted, the incarnation of common sense, brave and honest,
without much schooling, with the tendencies of a Prussian
general of the best type, Rauch was on many occasions ac-
tively employed in diplomacy at St. Petersburg as a mili-
tary plenipotentiary.    On  one occasion he appeared at
Sans-Souci from Berlin with a verbal message from the Min-
ister-President, Count Brandenburg, to beg the King to de-
cide an important question.     As the King, who found
a decision difficult, could not make up his mind, Rauch
at last drew his watch from his pocket and said,  with
a look at the dial:    ' My train starts in twenty minutes,
so your Majesty will have to give your command as to
whether I am to say ' yes' or ' no' to Count Branden-
burg, or whether I am to tell him that your Majesty will
say neither ' yes' nor ' no.'    This remark came from him
in a tone of irritability only tempered by military disci-
pline,   an expression of the ill-humour which the clear-
sighted, resolute general, already wearied by a long fruit-
less   discussion, naturally felt.    The King  said:    ' Oh,
well,  "yes,"  if   you   like/ whereupon   Rauch immedi-
ately withdrew, to hurry as fast as he could through the
town to the railway station.    The King stood in silence
for some time, as if weighing the consequences of the
decision to which he had unwillingly come, after which
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